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The Emergence of Civilization: The
Cyclades and the Aegean in the
Third Millennium B.C.
by COLIN RENFREW. xxviii, 59.5 pages,
numerous figures, 32 plates, frontispiece
in color. METHUEN, London 1972.
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is not a book about mosaic pave
ts, their function, styles of decora
, symbolism and artistic merit, but
lply a gazetteer of the pavements
.d in Britain. There is a brief intro
tion of five and a half pages and at
end an illustrated glossary of terms.
Ie Foreword states that the book "has
prepared for interested a mateurs
have no classical background ..."
adds that it may be of value to
'IOUS students. Apart from the strange
'lication that amateurs are not seri
" it is not easy to see precisely what
student would obtain from the
, apart from the bare facts it pre
ts. The descriptions of the mosaics
very brief, and there is no discus
, not even a hint of the irony be
the Lullingston inscription or the
ial historical significance of that at
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ical background may well be left
dering what significance th ese de
ed myths had for the Romanized
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Britons. The social aspects of the scenes
receive no mention, even in the intro
duction. The note on the book jacket
states that it is a catalogue "of all the
known Romano-British mosaic pave
ments in Britain," but the list is far
from exhaustive; for example, there are
records of more in London. The book
is well illustrated and the plates chosen
with care to cov er most of the better
known examples, but the index is so
scant as to be almost worthless. The
book is only useful to anyone requiring
a list of mosaics with references; its
value beyond this is very limited.
GRAHAM WEBSTER

City of the Stargazers: The Rise
and Fall of Ancient Alexandria
by KEN NETH HEUER. 170 pages, 39
photographs, 11 drawings, bibliography.
CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SON.s, New York
1972 $7.95
This book promises "to take the fa.cts
and figures out of the vacuum in
which they are usually given," but un
fortunately, it does not succeed in
bringing the ancient world to life. It
does not approach the vivid and stim
ulating picture created by the French
popular work, Alexandrie la grande,
which, though listed in the biblio
graphy, has not been absorbed by the
author.
Although the book evidently is in
tended for young and ignorant read
ers, it is really just too slight to
interest most keen young scientists. A
half-hearted appeal to sensationalism
in the garish cover and in the titles of
the chapters, such as The Cadaver is

Questioned, fails to use such obvious
material as the story of Cleopatra or
the early voyages of Alexandrians to
India, carrying a cargo of doctors,
dancers and singing boys and return
ing laden with gems and pepper. More
serious, the true nature of the Alex
andrian accomplishment is not made
clear. Alexandria was never "a city of
stargazers." Greek astronomers, let
alone citizens,did not have the means
to gaze seriously at the stars as mod
ern astronomers do. They took over
from the Babylonians a great body of
careful records made over long periods
by accurate and orderly priests. But
these priests did not look deeply behind
the facts and figures; it was the curi
osity of the Greeks that developed, in
Alexandria, the early forms of astron
omy and of astrology. This analysis,
made by Dr. Otto Neugebauer and his
colleagues, has rewritten the history of
astronomy, but it is not crisply indi
cated by the author.
The book is carelessly made; The il
lustrations are haphazardly chosen, with
far too many Mediaeval prints. The
photographs are poorly reproduced.
The map of the city is drawn from a
fanciful sketch in 1838 and the only
astronomical manuscript, a Hellenistic
papyrus with diagrams, is shown up
side down. It is a pity that a good
publisher should permit an ill-qualified
writer to undertake a bit of serious
history (even or particularly for read
ers who are not knowledgeable) in this
journalistic and dull style. Today pop
ular books are usually richer in ma
terial.
DOROTHY BURR THOMPSON
Princeton, New Jersey
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